
No opt Out 
 

champion teachers are vigilant in maintaining the expectation that 

It’s not okay not to try.      
A sequence that begins with a student unable to answer a question should end with the student 

answering that question as often as possible   
 

4 basic formats of no opt out… 
1. The teacher provides the answer; the student repeats the answer.   

Teacher: What’s the subject, James? 
Student: Happy. 
Teacher: James, the subject is mother.  Now you tell me.  What’s the subject? 
Student: The subject is mother. 
Teacher: Good, James.  The subject is mother. 

2. Another student provides the answer; the initial student repeats the answer. 
Teacher: What’s the subject, James? 
Student 1: Happy. 
Teacher: Who can tell James what the subject of the sentence is? 
Student 2: Mother. 
Teacher: Good.  Now you, James.  What’s the subject?   
Student 1: The subject is mother. 
Teacher: Yes, the subject is mother. 

       *A variation on this method is to ask the whole class, rather than one individual student,    
        to provide the correct answer and then have the initial student repeat.   

3. The teacher provides a cue; the student uses it to find the answer. 
Teacher: What’s the subject, James? 
Student: Happy. 
Teacher: James, when I ask you for the subject, I am asking for who or what the  

     sentence is about.  Now, James, see if that can help you find the subject. 
Student: Mother. 
Teacher: Good, James.  The subject is mother. 

4. Another student provides a cue; the initial student uses it to find the answer.  
Teacher: What’s the subject, James? 
Student 1: Happy. 
Teacher: Who can tell James what I am asking for when I ask for the subject? 
Student 2: You’re asking for who or what the sentence is about.    
Teacher: Yes, I am asking for who or what the sentence is about.  James, what’s the  

      subject? 
Student 1: Mother. 
Teacher: Good, James.  The subject is mother. 

 

the no opt out technique in action… 
See how teachers use this technique in their classroom, by watching these short videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSnrobmAZDw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W3m1FQlAZI 
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