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Mrs. Hamblin’s Literacy Disclosure
Welcome to Mrs. Hamblin’s literacy class!  I am looking forward to working with your child this year!  We are going to have a wonderful year packed with fun and learning!  Below you will find some classroom procedures and information.
Goals:

I have three main goals as a teacher at Wasatch Peak Academy.

1. I will provide a positive learning environment for all students who enter my classroom.

2. I will help your child enjoy learning and have the desire to learn more.
3. I will challenge all of my students, helping them to reach their full potential.

I hope that we can work together this year to reach these goals!

Communication

Effective communication between parents and teachers is essential to ensure your student has a successful year.  If at any time you have questions or concerns, please call me at the school (936-3066) or e-mail me at chamblin@wasatchpeak.org.  The best time to get in touch with me is before school or during lunch.  Please be aware that I am only teaching half day this year.  I will not be available to meet after school unless prior arrangements have been made.  The best way to ensure we can meet without interruptions is to set up an appointment by phone or e-mail.      

I will update my website each Friday.  My literacy website can be found at ?????  Please subscribe to my literacy class page so that you can automatically receive weekly updates.  I will also send e-mails with class information as needed.
Classroom Management

I strive for a very positive classroom environment.  In order to make this possible our class will establish specific rules and procedures.  As your child obeys the rules and goes above and beyond, I will take the opportunity to praise and reward him/her openly.  

We will be using a classroom lottery system.  Students will have the opportunity to earn lottery tickets throughout class each day.  The tickets will be drawn for special privileges throughout the week and small prizes at the end of the week.  
If, for any reason, the rules are not kept or your child is disrupting the learning environment, a logical consequence relating directly to the behavior will be implemented.  For example, if a student is loud or unruly in line, the student may lose the privilege to be in line with the rest of the class and must walk with the teacher.  I believe that consequences related directly to a child’s behavior are the most effective.  

I realize that each student is unique, and if at any time throughout the year I find that my management system is not working, I will adapt it to meet the needs of individual students or my entire class.  
Classroom Expectations

Your student will be expected to come to class each day prepared to do his/her best.  This preparation includes getting enough sleep, eating a nutritious breakfast, and having all essential learning materials.  

Supplies

Your child should bring two sharpened pencils and a book to class each day.  Students will have a text book; however, this will remain in the classroom.  I also ask that each student have a 1.5” three-ring binder, 5-tab dividers, and a one subject notebook (with three holes on the side) to be kept in class.  The binder and dividers will be used as a reading portfolio.  The notebook will be used as a writing journal.  I will provide these supplies for students who are unable to provide their own.  
It would be helpful for your child to have a binder or folder to transport items between home and school.  Having one location for these things will prevent them from getting lost in travel.  If you are unable to provide a folder or binder for your child, please let me know and I will be happy to provide them with one.  

Your child should always have a book to read during class at various times.  This book can be a book he/she is reading at home and brings back and forth to school each day, or a book from my classroom library to be kept at school.  Students will be given a place in the classroom to keep books they are currently reading.  
Curriculum

We will be using the 4.0 Scott Foresman book for reading, comprehension, vocabulary, and grammar in our class.  Students in our class will be reading several novels throughout the school year.  We will also be implementing Words Their Way spelling methods and use Step-Up to Writing for writing instruction.    

Book Clubs

Throughout the year, students will be split into small groups to participate in Book Clubs.  Students will have some choice about what group they will be in.  Students in the same group will read the same book during class time—sometimes guided by a teacher and sometimes independently.  While reading, students will discuss the book together, answer questions about the book, and complete various activities.  In-class Book Clubs will take the place of at-home book reports for students.  

Grading Procedures

Your child will be graded in areas such as homework, reading comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and writing.  Grades will be updated weekly and available for you to see.  Please check SIS frequently.  If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s grade, please let me know. 
The grading scale for the upper grades is as follows:
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Homework

Your child will receive a homework packet each Monday.  The assignments in this packet are to be completed and returned to school on Friday.  The packet will typically include:
· A Reading Calendar and Short Comprehension Practice
· A Spelling List and Daily Activities

Homework packets may be adapted for short weeks or other special cases.
Absences

If your child is absent he/she will be responsible for making up the missed work.  Your child will have three days to make up the missing work.  Missing work will not be accepted if your child’s absence was unexcused.  Although I do my best to get absent work to students, it is your child’s responsibility to collect any missed assignments when he/she is absent.  You may also check my website to see what work your child has missed. 
Parent Volunteers
Parent volunteers make such a huge difference in the classroom.  Parent volunteers can help in many different ways, at home or in the classroom.  If you would be interested in volunteering in my classroom, please contact me via e-mail at chamblin@wasatchpeak.org. 
